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Government welcomes European Commission visit

The Government welcomes the European Commission visit this morning to the Gibraltar
side of the frontier. This is the first time that such a high profile visit of this kind has taken
place.

The visit follows the complaint to the Commission made by the Government of Gibraltar at
end of July and further complaints from individual citizens and MEPs.

The Chief Minister, the Hon Fabian Picardo welcomed the European Commission
representatives and set the background with an introductory address. The was followed by
addresses from different senior Government officials who gave different perspectives on
the border issues.

The Gibraltar team included the Deputy Chief Minister, the Hon Joseph Garcia, the Chief
Secretary Ernest Gomez, the Attorney General Ricky Rhoda, Chief Legal Advisor Michael
Llamas, Commissioner of Police Eddie Yome, Collector of Customs John Rodriguez and
the CEO of the Borders & Coastguard Agency Andrew Bonfante.

The Commission delegation were then accompanied by the Deputy Chief Minister and
senior officials to view the vehicular, pedestrian and commercial entry and exit points of
the frontier from the Gibraltar side. There was a two hour queue of vehicles to come into
Gibraltar at that time and this was seen by the visitors.

The physical inspection of the infrastructure and checks at the frontier was followed by a
tour of the exact area that the queue would extend to into Gibraltar on a bad day. This
covered the route up Devil'sTower Road to Europa Point and back including a stop there
and another at the vehicle holding area at Catalan Bay.

The Government has offered the European Commission full cooperation in all these
matters and will shortly be providing the data requested by them.


